.

N

Journal of Politics and Development

ISSN 2632-4911

HE Winter 2020

Volume10 B Number1

&

international

cesran

CENTRE FOR STRATEGIC RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS - CESRAN



THE REST: Journal of Politics and Development

Editor-in-Chief:

Ozgur TUFEKCI, Dr. | CESRAN International, UK

Executive Editor:

Husrev TABAK, Dr. | CESRAN International, UK

Managing Editor:

Rahman DAG, Dr. | CESRAN International, UK

Associate Editor:

Alper Tolga BULUT, Dr. | CESRAN International, UK
Alessia CHIRIATTI, Dr. | CESRAN International, UK

Assistant Editors:

Seven ERDOGAN, Dr. | Recep Tayyip Erdogan University, Turkey

Editorial Board

Sener AKTURK, Assoc. Prof. | Kog University, Turkey
Enrique ALBEROLA, Prof. | Banco de Espafia, Spain
Mustafa AYDIN, Prof. | Kadir Has University, Turkey
lan BACHE, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK
Kee-Hong BAE, Prof. | York University, Canada

Mark BASSIN, Prof. | Sodertorn University, Sweden
Alexander BELLAMY, Prof. | Uni. of Queensland, Australia
Richard BELLAMY, Prof. | Uni. College London, UK
Andreas BIELER, Prof. | University of Nottingham, UK
Pinar BILGIN, Prof. | Bilkent University, Turkey

Ken BOOTH, Prof. | Aberystwyth University, UK
Stephen CHAN, Prof. | SOAS, University of London, UK
Nazli CHOUCRLI, Prof. | MIT, USA

Judith CLIFTON, Prof. | Universidad de Cantabria, Spain
John M. DUNN, Prof. | University of Cambridge, UK
Kevin DUNN, Prof. | Hobart and William Smith Colleges, USA
Can ERBIL, Assoc. Prof. | Boston College, USA

Stephen Van EVERA, Prof. | MIT, USA

Marc FLEURBAEY, Prof. | Princeton University, USA
Bulent GOKAY, Prof. | Keele University, UK

Ayla GOL, Prof. | Aberystwyth University, UK

Stefano GUZZINI, Prof. | Uppsala Universitet, Sweden
David HELD, Prof. | London Sch. of Economics, LSE, UK
Tony HERON, Prof. | University of York, UK

Raymond HINNEBUSCH, Prof. | Uni. of St Andrews, UK

John M. HOBSON, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK

Fahri KARAKAYA, Prof. | University of Massachusetts Dartmouth, USA
Michael KENNY, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK

Oskar KOWALEWSKI, Dr hab. | Warsaw School of Economics, Poland
Cécile LABORDE, Prof. | University College London, UK

Scott LUCAS, Prof. | University of Birmingham, UK

Martina U. METZGER, Dr. | Berlin Inst. for Financial Market Res., Germany
Christoph MEYER, Prof. | King’s College London, UK

Kalypso NICOLAIDIS, Prof. | University of Oxford, UK

Ozlem ONDER, Prof. | Ege University, Turkey

Ziya ONIS, Prof. | Koc University, Turkey

Alp OZERDEM, Prof. | CESRAN International, UK

Danny QUAH, Prof. | London School of Economics, UK

José Gabriel PALMA, Prof. | Cambridge University, UK

Jenik RADON, Prof. | Columbia University, USA

Oliver RICHMOND, Prof. | University of Manchester, UK

Ibrahim SIRKECI, Prof. | Regent’s College London, UK

lan TAYLOR, Prof. | University of St Andrews, UK

Ratna VADRA, Assist. Prof. | Institute of Management Technology, India
Ali WATSON, Prof. | University of St Andrews, UK

Brian WHITE, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK

Stefan WOLFF, Prof. | University of Birmingham, UK

Birol YESILADA, Prof. | Portland State University, USA

Hakan YILMAZKUDAY, Assoc. Prof. | Florida International University, USA
Ibrahim Guran YUMUSAK, Prof. | Istanbul Sebahattin Zaim University, Turkey

The Rest: Journal of Politics and Development is published on behalf of the Centre for Strategic Research and Analysis (CESRAN) as an academic e-journal. The
articles are brought into use via the website of the journal (https://therestjournal.com/). CESRAN and the Editors of The Rest: Journal of Politics and
Development do not expect that readers of the review will sympathise with all the sentiments they find, for some of our writers will flatly disagree with others.
It does not accept responsibility for the views expressed in any article, which appears in The Rest: Journal of Politics and Development.



THE REST: Journal of Politics and Development

INDEXING & ABSTRACTING

Academic Index

Bielefeld Academic Search Engine (BASE)

Columbia International Affairs Online (CIAO)

Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

EBSCO Publishing Inc.

EconlLit

EconPapers

Genamics JournalSeek

IDEAS

Index Islamicus

Infomine

International Bibliography of Book Reviews of Scholarly Literature in the Humanities and Social Sciences (IBR)
International Bibliography of Periodical Literature in the Humanities and Social Sciences (IBZ)
International Bibliography of the Social Sciences (IBSS)

International Relations and Security Network (ISN)

Lancaster Index to Defence & International Security Literature

Peace Palace Library

Research Papers in Economics (RePEc)

Social Sciences Information Space (SOCIONET)

Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory



21

37

51

70

74

the rest: journal of politics and development

Previously published as Journal of Global Analysis (JGA)

Vol.10 | No.1 | 2020

TABLE OF CONTENTS

RESEARCH ARTICLES

Turkish AK Parti’s Posture towards the 2003 War in Iraq:
The Impact of Religion amid Security Concerns
By Alberto Gasparetto

Nigeria and the Great Powers:
The Impacts of the Boko Haram Terrorism on Nigeria’s Foreign Relations
By Sunday Omotuyi & Modesola Vic. Omotuyi

Rethinking Key Drivers of Turkey’s Immigration Policies in the Wake of the
2016 Turkey - European Union Immigration Deal
By Israel Nyaburi Nyadera & Billy Agwanda

Intellectual Capital in Islamic Banking Sector:
Evidence from Turkey
By Hakan Uslu

BOOK REVIEWS

Joel Mokyr (ed.)
A Culture of Growth: The Origins of the Modern Economy
By Meltem INCE-YENILMEZ

Eli Berman, Joseph H. Felter, and Jacob N. Shapiro
Small Wars, Big Data
By Marco Marsili

Sharifullah Dorani

America in Afghanistan:

Foreign Policy and Decision Making from Bush to Obama to Trump
By Rahman DAG



cesran mternat\lﬁ%al

CENTRE FOR STRATEGIC RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS - CESRAN

International Think-tank ~ www.cesran.org
Consultancy

Research Institute

CESRAN International is headquartered in the UK
CESRAN International is a member of the United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI)

CESRAN International is a think-tank specialising on international relations in general, and
global peace, conflict and development related issues and challenges.

The main business objective/function is that we provide expertise at an international level to a
wide range of policy making actors such as national governments and international
organisations. CESRAN with its provisions of academic and semi-academic publications,
journals and a fully-functioning website has already become a focal point of expertise on
strategic research and analysis with regards to global security and peace. The Centre is
particularly unique in being able to bring together wide variety of expertise from different
countries and academic disciplines.

The main activities that CESRAN undertakes are providing consultancy services and advice to
public and private enterprises, organising international conferences and publishing academic
material.

Some of CESRAN’s current publications are:

e The Rest: Journal of Politics and Development (tri-annual, peer reviewed)
www.therestjournal.com
Journal of Conflict Transformation and Security (biannual, peer reviewed)
Political Reflection Magazine (quarterly) www.politicalreflectionmagazine.com
CESRAN Paper Series
CESRAN Policy Brief
Turkey Focus Policy Brief

CESRAN International also organises an annual international conference since 2014, called
International Conference on Eurasian Politics and Society (IEPAS)
www.eurasianpoliticsandsociety.org

o Ranked among the top 150 International think tanks



BOOK REVIEW

Sharifullah Dorani

America in Afghanistan:
Foreign Policy and Decision Making from Bush to Obama to Trump

(London and New York: I.B. Tauris, 2019, ISBN: 978-7845-3998-6, 317 pp., £85)

As mostly compared to the Vietnam War,
America’s Afghanistan War has been profound
both regarding the foreign policy of America in
general and the Global War on Terror in
particular. In this sense, the book’s focus on
America’s  foreign  policy-making towards
Afghanistan and the fight against terrorism are
both timely and instructive, as the number of US
ground forces in Syria decreases and their
presence in Afghanistan and Iraq continues.

The author classifies America’s foreign policy on
Afghanistan in accordance with the three recent
US Presidents. The classification makes it easy to
follow America in Afghanistan in chronological
order. Consequently, the book consists of three
parts, focusing on the Bush, the Obama and the
Trump presidential terms. It contains 13 chapters,
apart from the Introduction and the Conclusion.
Chapters 1 to 5 focus on the Bush administration,
Chapters 6 to 11 study the Obama administration
and Chapters 12 and 13 are dedicated to the
Trump administration.

The introduction shines a light on the current
situation in Afghanistan, which shows how
Afghanistan is amidst a vicious war. In addition,
given the past decades of war/foreign invasions
and hardship, it claims how the Afghan people are
excessively thirsty for peace and order. In both the
introduction and the conclusion, it is interesting
to see how the author’s Afghan background
sometimes forces him to become emotional, but
he is quick to distance himself. The book has been
especially enriched by the author’s frequent visits
to Afghanistan to conduct interviews and obtain
documented statements and official papers.

In the first part, the author suggests that Bush’s
pre-emptive doctrine and the Global War on

Terror were based on excessive self-confidence,
which aimed at eradicating the roots of terrorism.
The arrogance prevented the administration from
preparing an exit plan for the countries they
invaded. One of the striking arguments the book
makes is that from the beginning of the Afghan
War, the decision-making process turned into a
division of ideas on how the US should respond to
international terrorism. As the author suggests,
there were always two camps. One argued for a
full military operation, which required a massive
ground force engagement, while the other
believed political, diplomatic and economic
policies were the answers to raise Afghanistan on
its own feet. As the Afghanistan War prolonged
and cost a tremendous amount of money and
thousands of American lives, core ideas of the war
were discussed over and over again, especially
whether the Afghanistan War served US national
interests. The discussion went on during the
second term of the Bush’s presidency and
continued into the Obama and the Trump
administrations.

Three reasons are listed for why such a debate has
been commenced. Firstly, the US in Afghanistan is
stuck between international and regional
dynamics, and the success of the Global War on
Terror is not guaranteed because of rivalries
among Iran and Saudi Arabia, Pakistan and India,
as well as Russia/China and the US/NATO.
Secondly, loose borders between Afghanistan and
Pakistan and the tribal structure in the area
provide sanctuaries for the terrorist organisations,
which are out of reach. Thirdly, terrorism
networks transcending Afghanistan border to
Pakistan and from there to the world reduce the
importance of military success against Al Qaida
and the Taliban in Afghanistan but increases the
importance of forming a stable state authority that
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can provide security for its people. To crystalise
his argument, the author reminds us of the fact
that the terrains from which terrorism and terror
activities are conceived are mostly under the
sovereignty of rogue or unstable states like
Somalia, Libya, Nigeria, Syria and Iraq.

The Obama administration realised the
importance of a state being able to provide
security and order as then terrorist organisations
could not be sprouted. That is why his
administration militarily and economically
supported the Afghanistan National Security
Forces (ANSF). It has indeed been the main goal
of the US/NATO. As the ANSF reached the level of
self-sustainability, the responsibility for security
of the areas freed from the Taliban and Al Qaida
was transferred to them. As the author strongly
indicates, handing over the responsibility for
security of the cities freed from the terrorist
organisations to the ANSF has been another
important aim since the intervention. This
ultimate objective seemed to have changed in the
Obama administration, however, when the
President promised Americans to withdraw US
forces from Afghanistan regardless of the situation
on the ground. However, the American military
focused on a counterinsurgency policy covering
economy, security and diplomacy.

Both Americans and Afghans waited nervously to
see what changes President Trump would make to
the Afghanistan strategy. His policy of
Afghanistan was confusing, however. As the
author states in America in Afghanistan, decision
making during the Trump administration turned
to be more complicated than those of the previous
presidents. Trump’s tweets on the Afghanistan
War were asking for the international community
to take on more responsibility but was also
emphasising the Afghanistan War as a waste of
money and lives. The President managed to get
NATO to increase its military power and get more
funding for the Afghanistan War. Yet, the
Afghanistan War remains a  stalemate.
Expectations from the National Unity
Government and the US/NATO forces to complete
the mission by the end of 2024 and bring an end
to the Afghanistan War is a central issue today in
the South Asian politics.

An interesting thing about the author’s attitude is
that, on the one hand, he writes that mistakes
made by the US, especially during the Bush and
the Obama terms, were a major cause of the war
going bad in Afghanistan; on the other hand, he
sharply criticises full military withdrawal of US
forces, albeit an irresponsible pullout. This
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contradictory stance seems to originate from the
author’s concerns for the ordinary Afghans who
have been through harsh conditions for nearly
four decades. An irresponsible pullout may indeed
plunge Afghanistan into yet another civil war.

The book is extremely valuable in terms of
understanding  decision = making  towards
Afghanistan during the three US presidents
mentioned. It further explains very well how US
foreign policy changes in accordance with US
presidents’ ‘belief systems’. The book can,
therefore, be crucial to courses relating to Foreign
Policy Analysis, especially those on the Foreign
Decision Making Models.

Contributing to the literature of the Afghanistan
War, the book also presents a detailed map of the
Afghanistan War, from which the reader can
follow the evolution of the war from the beginning
up until now. I believe the book will also be
beneficial for students taking courses on the
politics of South Asia, as well as modules on US
foreign policy. Academics and practitioners can
equally gain an accurate and deep understanding
of America’s longest war.

Dr Rahman DAG

Associate Professor at the Department of Public
Administration at Adiyaman University

Deputy Director-General of CESRAN
International
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