


Editors-in-Chief: 

Ozgur TUFEKCI, Assoc. Prof. | CESRAN International, UK 

Rahman DAG, Assoc. Prof. | CESRAN International, UK 

Associate Editors: 

Alper Tolga BULUT, Assoc. Prof. | CESRAN International, UK 

Alessia CHIRIATTI, Dr | CESRAN International, UK 

Assistant Editors: 

Ceren Hakyemez | CESRAN International, UK 

Ekrem Ok | CESRAN International, UK 

Editorial Board 

the rest: journal of politics and development 

Previously published as Journal of Global Analysis (JGA) 

* The surnames are listed in alphabetical order.

The Rest: Journal of Politics and Development is published on behalf of the Centre for Strategic Research and Analysis (CESRAN) as an academic e-journal. The 
articles are brought into use via the website of the journal (https://therestjournal.com/). CESRAN and the Editors of The Rest: Journal of Politics and 
Development do not expect that readers of the review will sympathise with all the sentiments they find, for some of our writers will flatly disagree with others. 
It does not accept responsibility for the views expressed in any article, which appears in The Rest: Journal of Politics and Development. 

Sener AKTURK, Assoc. Prof. | Koç University, Turkey 
Enrique ALBEROLA, Prof. | Banco de España, Spain 
Mustafa AYDIN, Prof. | Kadir Has University, Turkey 
Ian BACHE, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK 
Kee-Hong BAE, Prof. | York University, Canada 
Mark BASSIN, Prof. | Sodertorn University, Sweden 
Alexander BELLAMY, Prof. | Uni. of Queensland, Australia 
Richard BELLAMY, Prof. | Uni. College London, UK 
Andreas BIELER, Prof. | University of Nottingham, UK 
Pınar BILGIN, Prof. | Bilkent University, Turkey 
Ken BOOTH, Prof. | Aberystwyth University, UK 
Stephen CHAN, Prof. | SOAS, University of London, UK 
Nazli CHOUCRI, Prof. | MIT, USA 
Judith CLIFTON, Prof. | Universidad de Cantabria, Spain 
John M. DUNN, Prof. | University of Cambridge, UK 
Kevin DUNN, Prof. | Hobart and William Smith Colleges, USA 
Can ERBIL, Assoc. Prof. | Boston College, USA 
Stephen Van EVERA, Prof. | MIT, USA 
Marc FLEURBAEY, Prof. | Princeton University, USA 
Bulent GOKAY, Prof. | Keele University, UK 
Ayla GOL, Prof. | York St John University, UK 
Stefano GUZZINI, Prof. | Uppsala Universitet, Sweden 

David HELD, Prof. | London Sch. of Economics, LSE, UK 
Tony HERON, Prof. | University of York, UK 
Raymond HINNEBUSCH, Prof. | Uni. of St Andrews, UK 
John M. HOBSON, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK 
Michael KENNY, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK 
Cécile LABORDE, Prof. | University College London, UK 
Scott LUCAS, Prof. | University of Birmingham, UK 
Kalypso NICOLAIDIS, Prof. | University of Oxford, UK 
Ziya ONIS, Prof. | Koc University, Turkey 
Alp OZERDEM, Prof. | George Mason University, USA  
Danny QUAH, Prof. | London School of Economics, UK 
José Gabriel PALMA, Prof. | Cambridge University, UK 
Jenik RADON, Prof. | Columbia University, USA 
Oliver RICHMOND, Prof. | University of Manchester, UK 
Ibrahim SIRKECI, Prof. | Regent’s College London, UK 
Ian TAYLOR, Prof. | University of St Andrews, UK 
Ali WATSON, Prof. | University of St Andrews, UK 
Brian WHITE, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK 
Stefan WOLFF, Prof. | University of Birmingham, UK 
Birol YESILADA, Prof. | Portland State University, USA 
Hakan YILMAZKUDAY, Assoc. Prof. | Florida International 
University, USA 



■ Academic Index 

■ Bielefeld Academic Search Engine (BASE) 

■ Columbia International Affairs Online (CIAO) 

■ Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) 

■ EBSCO Publishing Inc. 

■ EconLit 

■ EconPapers 

■ Genamics JournalSeek 

■ IDEAS 

■ Index Islamicus 

■ Infomine 

■ International Bibliography of Book Reviews of Scholarly Literature in the Humanities and Social Sciences (IBR) 

■ International Bibliography of Periodical Literature in the Humanities and Social Sciences (IBZ) 

■ International Bibliography of the Social Sciences (IBSS) 

■ International Relations and Security Network (ISN) 

■ Lancaster Index to Defence & International Security Literature 

■ Peace Palace Library 

■ Research Papers in Economics (RePEc) 

■ Social Sciences Information Space (SOCIONET) 

■ Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory 

Indexing & Abstracting 

the rest: journal of politics and development 
 

Previously published as Journal of Global Analysis (JGA) 



06 
An Overview of Agricultural Support Policies in Turkey: 
A Comparative Regional Analysis 
By Hakan Uslu   

Digital Marketing of Political Parties in Turkey 
By Ramazan Aslan 

The Cyberthreat in the Contemporary Era: Challenges for the security of 
Pakistan 
By Muhammad Rizwan  

The Windows in Many Dimensions: Tongdong Bai, Against Political 
Equality: The Confucius Case  
By Dmitry Shlapentokh  

Daniel A. Bell and Wang Pei 
Just Hierarchy, Why Social Hierarchies Matter in China and the Rest of the 
World 
By Müge Yüce 

Sean R. Roberts 
The War on the Uyghurs: China’s Internal Campaign against a Muslim 
Minority 
By Konstantinas Andrijauskas 

Adam Mestyan 
Arab Patriotism: The Ideology and Culture of Power in Late Ottoman Egypt 
By Halim Gencoglu 

Adeeb Khalid 
Central Asia: A New History from the Imperial Conquests to the Present 
By Marat Iliyasov 

Michael Cotey Morgan 
The Final Act: The Helsinki Accords and the Transformation of the Cold War 
By Adrian Pogacian 

Robert P. Inman and Daniel L. Rubinfeld 
Democratic Federalism: The Economics, Politics, and Law of Federal 
Governance 
By Aynur Ünal 

BOOK REVIEWS 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
RESEARCH ARTICLES 

the rest: journal of politics and development 
Previously published as Journal of Global Analysis (JGA) 

Vol.12 | No.1 | 2022 

45 

30 

83 

80 

58 

87 

76 

REVIEW ARTICLE 

90 

93 



CESRAN International is a think-tank specialising on international relations in general, and 
global peace, conflict and development related issues and challenges. 
 
The main business objective/function is that we provide expertise at an international level to a 
wide range of policy making actors such as national governments and international 
organisations.  CESRAN with its provisions of academic and semi-academic publications, 
journals and a fully-functioning website has already become a focal point of expertise on 
strategic research and analysis with regards to global security and peace. The Centre is 
particularly unique in being able to bring together wide variety of expertise from different 
countries and academic disciplines. 
 
The main activities that CESRAN undertakes are providing consultancy services and advice to 
public and private enterprises, organising international conferences and publishing academic 
material. 
 
Some of CESRAN’s current publications are: 

 THE REST: Journal of Politics and Development (tri-annual, peer reviewed) 
www.therestjournal.com 

 Journal of Conflict Transformation and Security (biannual, peer reviewed) 
 Political Reflection Magazine (quarterly) www.politicalreflectionmagazine.com 
 CESRAN Paper Series  
 CESRAN Policy Brief 
 Turkey Focus Policy Brief 

 
 
CESRAN International also organises an annual international conference since 2014 
International Conference on Eurasian Politics and Society (IEPAS) 
www.eurasianpoliticsandsociety.org 

CESRAN International is headquartered in the UK 

CESRAN International is a member of the United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI) 

www.cesran.org International Think-tank 

Consultancy 

Research Institute 

 Ranked among the top 150 International think tanks  



BOOK REVIEW

Adeeb Khalid 

Central Asia: A New History from the Imperial Conquests to the Present 

(Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2021, ISBN: 9780691161396, 576 PP., Price: $35.00) 

The book opens with a captivating overview 
of the ancient inhabitants of the region. This 
quick introduction articulates an idea that 
some nomadic tribes became settled, 
resulting in the formation of the first city-
states in the region. The author extends this 
overview, drawing parallels with and 
connecting it to ancient times. This 
background that covers several centuries 
provides the reader with a sense of 
geographic areas that the book focuses on 
(later, this territory is identified by the author 
as Eastern and Western Turkestan). In 
addition to it, these first chapters intrigue a 
reader with the magnificence of the first local 
civilizations, the signs of which could still be 
noticed in the streets of the fabulous Central 
Asian cities such as Tashkent, Bukhara, 
Samarkand that remind an imaginative 
reader of the famous “Thousand and One 
Night”.  

The book expands the geographic 
understanding of the region further by using 
some maps that identify the location of the 
city-states mentioned before and the nomads 
who lived around them. Unfortunately, the 
illustrative value of the maps is not very high, 
and they do not help to have a precise 
understanding of the territory and the 
population in focus. The vagueness of the 
maps can be easily explained by nomadism 
that was quite widespread in the region that 
the city-states claimed control of. Nomadism 
does not recognize borders and implies 
population growth and decline due to natural 
(and often undocumented reasons) in 
addition to migration, conflation, and 

deflation. Nevertheless, more detailed maps 
with some demographic details would be 
beneficial for the readership.  

The introductory overview includes the great 
Mongolian conquests of the 13th-15th 
centuries. They had a long-lasting effect on 
the local population and culture of the 
population in Central Asia. Besides 
conquering the huge territories, Genghis-
khan and his descendants formed the local 
elites, they connected different parts of the 
world and defined the way Central Asians 
lived up until the Russian Empire started 
advancing and conquering the Western 
Turkestan (today’s Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 
Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan) in 
the 19th centuries. The might of China and its 
interest in Eastern Turkestan (today’s 
Xinjiang province) was another determining 
factor that the author considers profoundly 
starting the actual history exploration of the 
region with the mid of the 18th century and 
the Han-Uyghur relations. Even though the 
importance of the British Empire in the 
region is without a doubt at that time, too, the 
book only tangentially mentions it. The 
reason for it is that neither Afghanistan nor 
Iran is included in the analysis. The author 
omits Mongolia, too, justifying his choices by 
research rationale at the very beginning of the 
book. Nevertheless, he acknowledges the 
importance of these countries, which 
encourages a curious reader to explore 
further individually.  

The modern period of the region starts with 
the Soviet era. The national policies of 
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Bolsheviks and, especially Josef Stalin, were 
the foundation of what the former Soviet 
Central Asian republics and the nations are 
today. The simultaneous processes were 
going on in China that always had a 
significant presence in Xinjiang. Such 
presence was gradually growing until it 
turned into full control of the region. This 
was accompanied by the attempts of 
integration up until recently, when, according 
to the author, China decided that the Uyghurs 
were "a lost cause". The author presents the 
efforts of both empires in integrating Central 
Asian nations in a comparative way (p. 368-
370). The book spots the weak and strong 
parts of the imperial policies of the Soviet 
Union and China precisely. These policies 
could often be defined as genocidal, even 
though in some strange ways they also could 
be considered as the ones that produced some 
positive effects.  

One more captivating and significant topic 
that the book considers is collective identity. 
The author analyses it from different 
perspectives. His exploration includes not 
only remarkable and fateful events such as 
armed uprisings, famines, interethnic 
clashes, historical heritage but also literature 
and mythology. Influential authors such as 
Abdurauf Fitrat, Chokan Valikhanov, and 
later Chingiz Aitmatov contributed 
immensely to the construction of the local 
ethnic and national collective identities (p. 
203, 245). So made the Great Patriotic War 
that started with the attack of Nazi Germany 
on the Soviet Union in 1941. The author 
rightly noticed that this war turned Central 
Asians into Soviet citizens (p. 306), and this 
happened despite all the negative experiences 
(e.g. famine) that the Soviets brought to the 
population of the region.  

The book gives many more invaluable 
insights into what was going on in Central 
Asia during the Soviet times and how the 
situation was developing in China's Xinjiang. 
It talks in detail about the production of 
cotton, which became a significant and 
defining part of the local industry; the 
catastrophe of the Aral Sea, which is directly 
related to cotton production; the nuclear and 

space programs that the region hosted; the 
creation of the Communist elite and the 
efforts to increase people’s literacy. The book 
describes the development of the Sino-
Uyghur relations, which perfectly presents 
the roots of the current political and social 
disaster in Xinjiang. An attentive reader 
could also get the idea of how the territory 
three times bigger than Spain became a host 
of the biggest concentration camp today.  

The last chapters of the book describe the 
post-Soviet and the most recent 
developments in Eastern and Western 
Turkestan. They introduce Turkey as the new 
player in the region and provide a 
comparative analysis of the local political 
elite in the five post-Soviet republics. The 
current wave of terrorism and the war against 
it, the Islamization of the region, and 
reconfiguration of economic ties update a 
reader with the latest political developments 
that will play their role in the future of 
Central Asia.  

In general, the book by Adeeb Khalid, 
"Central Asia. A New History from the 
Imperial Conquest to the Present", is one of 
the newest and comprehensive studies on the 
region. It is a very broad and, at the same 
time, concise introduction to Central Asian 
history. It serves the introductory purpose 
perfectly for various audiences. Students of 
different disciplines, new to the region and 
experienced scholars, or just curious readers 
would find all the essential (even if brief) 
events of Central Asian history in this book. 
The book can serve as a perfect guide for 
those who would like to conduct a more 
profound exploration of the political, social, 
cultural, and economic aspects that impacted 
the region and its formation. 

Marat Iliyasov 
Wisconsin-Madison University 
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