&Y

international

CENTRE FOR STRATEGIC RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS - CESRAN

cesrdan

Journal of Politics and Development

ISSN 2632-4911

Volume12 HE Number2 HE Summer 2022



the rest: journal of politics and development

Previously published as Journal of Global Analysis (JGA)

Editors-in-Chief:
Ozgur TUFEKCI, Assoc. Prof. | CESRAN International, UK
Rahman DAG, Assoc. Prof. | CESRAN International, UK

Associate Editors:
Alper Tolga BULUT, Assoc. Prof. | CESRAN International, UK
Alessia CHIRIATTI, Dr | CESRAN International, UK

Assistant Editors:
Ceren Hakyemez | CESRAN International, UK
Ekrem Ok | CESRAN International, UK

Editorial Board

Sener AKTURK, Assoc. Prof. | Kog University, Turkey
Enrique ALBEROLA, Prof. | Banco de Espafia, Spain
Mustafa AYDIN, Prof. | Kadir Has University, Turkey
lan BACHE, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK
Kee-Hong BAE, Prof. | York University, Canada

Mark BASSIN, Prof. | Sodertorn University, Sweden
Alexander BELLAMY, Prof. | Uni. of Queensland, Australia
Richard BELLAMY, Prof. | Uni. College London, UK
Andreas BIELER, Prof. | University of Nottingham, UK
Pinar BILGIN, Prof. | Bilkent University, Turkey

Ken BOOTH, Prof. | Aberystwyth University, UK
Stephen CHAN, Prof. | SOAS, University of London, UK
Nazli CHOUCRI, Prof. | MIT, USA

Judith CLIFTON, Prof. | Universidad de Cantabria, Spain
John M. DUNN, Prof. | University of Cambridge, UK
Kevin DUNN, Prof. | Hobart and William Smith Colleges, USA
Can ERBIL, Assoc. Prof. | Boston College, USA

Stephen Van EVERA, Prof. | MIT, USA

Marc FLEURBAEY, Prof. | Princeton University, USA
Bulent GOKAY, Prof. | Keele University, UK

Ayla GOL, Prof. | York St John University, UK

Stefano GUZZINI, Prof. | Uppsala Universitet, Sweden

The Rest: Journal of Politics and Development is published on behalf of the Centre for Strategic Research and Analysis (CESRAN) as an academic e-journal. The
articles are brought into use via the website of the journal (https.//therestjournal.com/). CESRAN and the Editors of The Rest: Journal of Politics and
Development do not expect that readers of the review will sympathise with all the sentiments they find, for some of our writers will flatly disagree with others.

David HELD, Prof. | London Sch. of Economics, LSE, UK
Tony HERON, Prof. | University of York, UK

Raymond HINNEBUSCH, Prof. | Uni. of St Andrews, UK
John M. HOBSON, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK
Michael KENNY, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK
Cécile LABORDE, Prof. | University College London, UK
Scott LUCAS, Prof. | University of Birmingham, UK
Kalypso NICOLAIDIS, Prof. | University of Oxford, UK
Ziya ONIS, Prof. | Koc University, Turkey

Alp OZERDEM, Prof. | George Mason University, USA
Danny QUAH, Prof. | London School of Economics, UK
José Gabriel PALMA, Prof. | Cambridge University, UK
Jenik RADON, Prof. | Columbia University, USA

Oliver RICHMOND, Prof. | University of Manchester, UK
Ibrahim SIRKECI, Prof. | Regent’s College London, UK
lan TAYLOR, Prof. | University of St Andrews, UK

Ali WATSON, Prof. | University of St Andrews, UK
Brian WHITE, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK

Stefan WOLFF, Prof. | University of Birmingham, UK
Birol YESILADA, Prof. | Portland State University, USA

Hakan YILMAZKUDAY, Assoc. Prof. | Florida International

University, USA

It does not accept responsibility for the views expressed in any article, which appears in The Rest: Journal of Politics and Development.



the rest: journal of politics and development

Previously published as Journal of Global Analysis (JGA)

INDEXING & ABSTRACTING

Academic Index

Bielefeld Academic Search Engine (BASE)

Columbia International Affairs Online (CIAO)

Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ)

EBSCO Publishing Inc.

EconlLit

EconPapers

Genamics JournalSeek

IDEAS

Index Islamicus

Infomine

International Bibliography of Book Reviews of Scholarly Literature in the Humanities and Social Sciences (IBR)
International Bibliography of Periodical Literature in the Humanities and Social Sciences (IBZ)
International Bibliography of the Social Sciences (IBSS)

International Relations and Security Network (ISN)

Lancaster Index to Defence & International Security Literature

Peace Palace Library

Research Papers in Economics (RePEc)

Social Sciences Information Space (SOCIONET)

Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory



103
115

135
150

163

172
176

180

184
187

191

the rest: journal of politics and development
Previously published as Journal of Global Analysis (JGA)

Vol.12 | No.2 | 2022

TABLE OF CONTENTS

RESEARCH ARTICLES

Thinking through the Event:
Alain Badiou versus Michael Hardt & Antonio Negri
By Semra Akay

Return and Recuperation Strategies on Returnees to Nigeria: The Libya
Episode
By A. J. Aluko & D. O. Apeloko & Bello M. Ayodele

Politico Legal Dynamics of Seaborne Piracy in the Pelagic Waters of South
East Asia
By Sreemoyee Sarkar

Geopolitical Struggle between Russia and Turkey: The Intersection of
Ukraine and Syrian Crises
By Rahman Dag

REVIEW ARTICLE

Arab Spring in Syria and the Rest
By I. William Zartman

BoOK REVIEWS

Adam Goodman
The Deportation Machine. America’s Long History of Expelling Immigrants
By Gennaro Errichiello

Rachel McCleary and Robert J Barro
The Wealth of Religions: The Political Economy of Believing and Belonging
By Nurbanu Yasar

Joseph Masco

The Nuclear Borderlands: The Manhattan Project in Post-Cold War New
Mexico

By Daniyal Talat

John G. Matsusaka
Let the People Rule: How Direct Democracy Can Meet the Populist Challenge
By Robert Nyenhuis

Catherine E. De Vries and Sara B. Hobolt
Political Entrepreneurs: The Rise of Challenger Parties in Europe
By Meltem Ince-Yenilmez

Noah Feldman
The Arab Winter: A Tragedy
By Ramzi Bendebka



COSIAN e

CENTRE FOR STRATEGIC RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS - CESRAN

International Think-tank = www.cesran.org
Consultancy
Research Institute

CESRAN International is headquartered in the UK
CESRAN International is a member of the United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI)

CESRAN International is a think-tank specialising on international relations in general, and
global peace, conflict and development related issues and challenges.

The main business objective/function is that we provide expertise at an international level to a
wide range of policy making actors such as national governments and international
organisations. CESRAN with its provisions of academic and semi-academic publications,
journals and a fully-functioning website has already become a focal point of expertise on
strategic research and analysis with regards to global security and peace. The Centre is
particularly unique in being able to bring together wide variety of expertise from different
countries and academic disciplines.

The main activities that CESRAN undertakes are providing consultancy services and advice to
public and private enterprises, organising international conferences and publishing academic
material.

Some of CESRAN’s current publications are:

e THE REST: Journal of Politics and Development (biannual, peer reviewed)
www.therestjournal.com

Journal of Conflict Transformation and Security (biannual, peer reviewed)
Political Reflection Magazine (quarterly) www.politicalreflectionmagazine.com
CESRAN Paper Series

CESRAN Policy Brief

Turkey Focus Policy Brief

CESRAN International also organises an annual international conference since 2014
International Conference on Eurasian Politics and Society (IEPAS)
www.eurasianpoliticsandsociety.org

o Ranked among the top 150 International think tanks



The Wealth of Religions: The Political Economy of Believing and Belonging

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2019, ISBN: 9780691217109, 216 pp., $21.95 / £18.99)

The Wealth of Religions is a comprehensive
effort to analyze how religion matters in
social sciences, specifically economics. The
book focuses on the relation between religion
and political economy by treating this
relation as a two-way interaction, how
religion affects economic growth, and how
economic outcomes affect religiousness. The
book is a thought-provoking piece on how to
think about religion in social sciences.

The book is organized into two sections. The
book's first section lays the ground for the
relationship between religiousness and
economic growth. The book's second section
involves chapters on various themes,
including state religions, religious clubs, and
the Catholic Church's saint-making practices.

In the first chapter entitled "Religion: It's a
Market", the authors explain the economics
of religion. They apply a supply and demand
perspective to religion in which the individual
is deciding the costs and benefits of
participating in a particular religion. This is
linked to the book's title, the Wealth of
Religions, which pays homage to Adam
Smith's famous work considered the first on
modern economics, the Wealth of Nations. In
the Wealth of Nations, Adam Smith holds
that the absence of a state monopoly on
religion can lead to a market of religions. In
this market, there is a plurality of religions;
hence, there is competition among different
religions. Individuals are more likely to
choose the religion that will give them greater
joy and greater religious participation. The
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authors also treat religion as another area to
apply economic rules of supply and demand.

The second chapter answers the question of
what explains religiousness in a society.
There is a discussion of secularization theory,
arguing that economic progress leads to a
decline in religiosity. Analyzing international
data on religiosity and socio-economic
conditions, the authors agree with the
secularization theory that higher economic
development leads to decreases in religiosity.
Yet, they highlight that secularization is "a
slow and gradual process" (p. 29), and one
should focus on the mechanisms between
economic development and religiosity, such
as education and urbanization (p. 30).
Although urbanization means lower levels of
religiosity, higher levels of education do not
mean lower levels of religiosity. In fact,
conversion rates rise when education levels
increase. The authors emphasize that
secularization is not a universal phenomenon
and deserves context-specific analysis.

The third chapter examines the effects of
religion on state, society, and economics. The
authors survey the ideas of Protestant
Reformation's key figures: Martin Luther,
John Calvin, and John Wesley. Then, they
assess the Weberian argument of
Protestantism's promotion of work ethic and
thrift, which Weber believes facilitated the
capitalist production, and find that believing
in religion has positive influences on
economic growth. Yet, they show that if there
is more participation in religion, there is less
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economic growth. Therefore, the authors
make a distinction between believing and
belonging and partially support Weber's
thesis on Protestant ethics.

The following chapter examines Islam's effect
on economic growth. The authors question if
Islam produces the same effects as
Protestantism on economics. They argue that
it does not and survey its causes in Islamic
legal history, from strict inheritance laws to
restrictions on credits and insurance and
non-development of corporate law structure.
However, this analysis is not as detailed as
the Protestantism study and needs
improvement. Also, there are references to
research on Islamic pilgrimage and fasting.
The pilgrimage experience appears to make
Muslims more tolerant toward women's place
in society and education. The research on
Muslim fasting in the holy month of
Ramadan demonstrated that when the fasting
hour increases according to the country's
latitude, economic growth lowers. Yet, people
feel spiritual satisfaction for participating in
Ramadan, and it improves their overall
wellbeing.

In the second section of the book, the fifth
chapter answers why some countries have
state religions whereas others do not.
Although the percentage of countries having a
state religion has decreased from the 1900s to
the 2000s, there are still countries that have
state religions, and the level of economic
development does not explain why, since both
richer Western countries and poorer African
and Latin American countries have state
religions. "The share of the adhering
population belonging to the main religion"
explains state religions, but it does not apply
everywhere (p. 112). Historical conditions are
critical in this analysis, as Turkey is an
essential outlier by lacking a state religion,
although its probability of having a state
religion is high. The size of the country is also
essential, rather than larger or smaller
countries, moderate-sized countries are more
likely to have a state religion.

The following chapter on religious clubs and
terrorist organizations rests on "the club
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model" that explains why some groups
employ extreme behaviours: to promote
homogeneity and commitment among
members. The authors argue that this
eliminates free riders from joining the club.
Although it is a theory of social organization,
the authors believe that this theory could tell
us about religious and ideological groups'
motivations, including violence. The next
chapter is on "the Catholic Church's
competitive response to Protestantism" (p.
138) by promoting saint-making. The authors
write that saint making has a strategic
purpose to "raise collective identity through
participation in rituals" (p. 141) through the
representation of saints from regions other
than Western Europe, such as Latin America,
Eastern Europe, and North America. Saint-
making is part of Catholicism's competition
with both Protestantism and secularization by
making Catholicism more appealing.

The Wealth of Religions' main contributions
are locating religion as an object of study in
social sciences by focusing on its relation with
economic growth and being in dialogue with
mainstream theories of society, specifically
secularization theory. Although the book's
title honours Adam Smith's The Wealth of
Nations, Max Weber is the classical figure
that keeps appearing in the text with his
hypotheses on Protestant ethics and
secularization. Weber's ideas on Protestant
ethics and capitalism remain significant
throughout the book since the authors
question if religion affects economics. For
instance, the authors discuss the economic
and social processes of Islam in a chapter
dedicated to Islam and economic growth to
test the Weberian argument of religion's
effect on the economy. Weber reappears with
challenges posed by secularization to the
Catholic Church in another chapter, where
countries get richer, religiosity declines.

The book has a comprehensive selection of
introductory materials on religion that will be
useful for people from various academic
levels. The authors' analysis of the Catholic
Church's saint-making practices since the
Middle Ages uses a valuable source that is
hard to come by elsewhere. Their
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methodological rigour throughout the book
remains impressive. The book may not satisfy
readers from disciplines other than
economics since it sometimes lacks in-detail
sociological and political analyses; however,
this is hardly a weakness considering the
broad historical and international data used
in the book and the authors' attempts to
diversify the religious arena by incorporating
Islam and Buddhism in the analysis. The
Wealth of Religions will be an intriguing read
for those who question Adam Smith and Max
Weber's perspectives on religion and political
economy in today's world.

Nurbanu Yasar

Department of Political Science and
International Relations

Istanbul University, Istanbul, Turkey
nurbanu.dursun@istanbul.edu.tr

178



Cesran interna%

CENTRE FOR STRATEGIC RESEARCH AND ANALYSIS - CESRAN

www.cesran.org





