


Editors-in-Chief: 

Ozgur TUFEKCI, Assoc. Prof. | CESRAN International, UK 

Rahman DAG, Assoc. Prof. | CESRAN International, UK 

Associate Editors: 

Alper Tolga BULUT, Assoc. Prof. | CESRAN International, UK

Alessia CHIRIATTI, Dr | CESRAN International, UK 

Assistant Editors: 

Ceren Hakyemez | CESRAN International, UK 

Ekrem Ok | CESRAN International, UK 

Editorial Board 

the rest: journal of politics and development 

Previously published as Journal of Global Analysis (JGA)

* The surnames are listed in alphabetical order.

The Rest: Journal of Politics and Development is published on behalf of the Centre for Strategic Research and Analysis (CESRAN) as an academic e-journal. The 
articles are brought into use via the website of the journal (https://therestjournal.com/). CESRAN and the Editors of The Rest: Journal of Politics and 
Development do not expect that readers of the review will sympathise with all the sentiments they find, for some of our writers will flatly disagree with others. 
It does not accept responsibility for the views expressed in any article, which appears in The Rest: Journal of Politics and Development. 

Sener AKTURK, Assoc. Prof. | Koç University, Turkey 
Enrique ALBEROLA, Prof. | Banco de España, Spain 
Mustafa AYDIN, Prof. | Kadir Has University, Turkey 
Ian BACHE, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK 
Kee-Hong BAE, Prof. | York University, Canada 
Mark BASSIN, Prof. | Sodertorn University, Sweden 
Alexander BELLAMY, Prof. | Uni. of Queensland, Australia 
Richard BELLAMY, Prof. | Uni. College London, UK 
Andreas BIELER, Prof. | University of Nottingham, UK 
Pınar BILGIN, Prof. | Bilkent University, Turkey 
Ken BOOTH, Prof. | Aberystwyth University, UK 
Stephen CHAN, Prof. | SOAS, University of London, UK 
Nazli CHOUCRI, Prof. | MIT, USA 
Judith CLIFTON, Prof. | Universidad de Cantabria, Spain 
John M. DUNN, Prof. | University of Cambridge, UK 
Kevin DUNN, Prof. | Hobart and William Smith Colleges, USA 
Can ERBIL, Assoc. Prof. | Boston College, USA 
Stephen Van EVERA, Prof. | MIT, USA 
Marc FLEURBAEY, Prof. | Princeton University, USA 
Bulent GOKAY, Prof. | Keele University, UK 
Ayla GOL, Prof. | York St John University, UK 
Stefano GUZZINI, Prof. | Uppsala Universitet, Sweden 

David HELD, Prof. | London Sch. of Economics, LSE, UK 
Tony HERON, Prof. | University of York, UK 
Raymond HINNEBUSCH, Prof. | Uni. of St Andrews, UK 
John M. HOBSON, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK 
Michael KENNY, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK 
Cécile LABORDE, Prof. | University College London, UK 
Scott LUCAS, Prof. | University of Birmingham, UK 
Kalypso NICOLAIDIS, Prof. | University of Oxford, UK 
Ziya ONIS, Prof. | Koc University, Turkey 
Alp OZERDEM, Prof. | George Mason University, USA  
Danny QUAH, Prof. | London School of Economics, UK 
José Gabriel PALMA, Prof. | Cambridge University, UK 
Jenik RADON, Prof. | Columbia University, USA 
Oliver RICHMOND, Prof. | University of Manchester, UK 
Ibrahim SIRKECI, Prof. | Regent’s College London, UK 
Ian TAYLOR, Prof. | University of St Andrews, UK 
Ali WATSON, Prof. | University of St Andrews, UK 
Brian WHITE, Prof. | University of Sheffield, UK 
Stefan WOLFF, Prof. | University of Birmingham, UK 
Birol YESILADA, Prof. | Portland State University, USA 
Hakan YILMAZKUDAY, Assoc. Prof. | Florida International 
University, USA 



■ Academic Index 

■ Bielefeld Academic Search Engine (BASE) 

■ Columbia International Affairs Online (CIAO) 

■ Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ) 

■ EBSCO Publishing Inc. 

■ EconLit 

■ EconPapers 

■ Genamics JournalSeek 

■ IDEAS 

■ Index Islamicus 

■ Infomine 

■ International Bibliography of Book Reviews of Scholarly Literature in the Humanities and Social Sciences (IBR) 

■ International Bibliography of Periodical Literature in the Humanities and Social Sciences (IBZ) 

■ International Bibliography of the Social Sciences (IBSS) 

■ International Relations and Security Network (ISN) 

■ Lancaster Index to Defence & International Security Literature 

■ Peace Palace Library 

■ Research Papers in Economics (RePEc) 

■ Social Sciences Information Space (SOCIONET) 

■ Ulrich’s Periodicals Directory 

Indexing & Abstracting 

the rest: journal of politics and development 
 

Previously published as Journal of Global Analysis (JGA) 



103 Thinking through the Event: 
Alain Badiou versus Michael Hardt & Antonio Negri 
By Semra Akay   

Return and Recuperation Strategies on Returnees to Nigeria:  The Libya 
Episode  
By A. J. Aluko & D. O. Apeloko & Bello M. Ayodele 

Politico Legal Dynamics of Seaborne Piracy in the Pelagic Waters of South 
East Asia 
By Sreemoyee Sarkar  

Geopolitical Struggle between Russia and Turkey: The Intersection of 
Ukraine and Syrian Crises 
By Rahman Dag 

Arab Spring in Syria and the Rest 
By I. William Zartman  

Adam Goodman 
The Deportation Machine. America’s Long History of Expelling Immigrants 
By Gennaro Errichiello  

Rachel McCleary and Robert J Barro 
The Wealth of Religions: The Political Economy of Believing and Belonging 
By Nurbanu Yaşar 

Joseph Masco 
The Nuclear Borderlands: The Manhattan Project in Post-Cold War New 
Mexico 
By Daniyal Talat 

John G. Matsusaka 
Let the People Rule: How Direct Democracy Can Meet the Populist Challenge 
By Robert Nyenhuis 

Catherine E. De Vries and Sara B. Hobolt 
Political Entrepreneurs: The Rise of Challenger Parties in Europe 
By Meltem Ince-Yenilmez  

Noah Feldman 
The Arab Winter: A Tragedy 
By Ramzi Bendebka 

BOOK REVIEWS 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
RESEARCH ARTICLES 

the rest: journal of politics and development 
Previously published as Journal of Global Analysis (JGA) 

Vol.12 | No.2 | 2022 

135 

115 

180 

176 

163 

184 

172 

REVIEW ARTICLE 

187 

191 

150 



CESRAN International is a think-tank specialising on international relations in general, and 
global peace, conflict and development related issues and challenges. 

The main business objective/function is that we provide expertise at an international level to a 
wide range of policy making actors such as national governments and international 
organisations.  CESRAN with its provisions of academic and semi-academic publications, 
journals and a fully-functioning website has already become a focal point of expertise on 
strategic research and analysis with regards to global security and peace. The Centre is 
particularly unique in being able to bring together wide variety of expertise from different 
countries and academic disciplines. 

The main activities that CESRAN undertakes are providing consultancy services and advice to 
public and private enterprises, organising international conferences and publishing academic 
material. 

Some of CESRAN’s current publications are: 

 THE REST: Journal of Politics and Development (biannual, peer reviewed) 
www.therestjournal.com

 Journal of Conflict Transformation and Security (biannual, peer reviewed)
 Political Reflection Magazine (quarterly) www.politicalreflectionmagazine.com
 CESRAN Paper Series
 CESRAN Policy Brief
 Turkey Focus Policy Brief

CESRAN International also organises an annual international conference since 2014 
International Conference on Eurasian Politics and Society (IEPAS) 
www.eurasianpoliticsandsociety.org 

CESRAN International is headquartered in the UK 

CESRAN International is a member of the United Nations Academic Impact (UNAI) 

www.cesran.org International Think-tank 

Consultancy 

Research Institute 

 Ranked among the top 150 International think tanks



184 

 

BOOK REVIEW 

 
 

John G. Matsusaka 

Let the People Rule: How Direct Democracy Can Meet the Populist Challenge 

Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2020, ISBN: 9780691199726, 312 pp., $29.95 / £25.00) 

 

Matsusaka sets out on a very ambitious task – 
he seeks to find a political corrective to the 
crisis of democratic representation that is 
currently plaguing the United States (and 
many other countries), culminating in the 
rise to power of populist figures. Broadly 
speaking, his antidote to the current lack of 
confidence in national political institutions is 
to transfer power and voice back to the 
citizenry. In short, the solution to poor 
democracy is more democracy of and by the 
people. Depending on who the audience of 
this book may be, I think the reader may take 
different aspects for their own purposes. 

Strength of this book is the culling of 
arguments and evidence that Matsusaka 
employs that spans the whole gamut of social 
science fields. The reader will be exposed to 
political history, economic, sociological, and 
political science arguments for why citizens 
should have their voices amplified. Amidst 
the inefficiencies and inadequacies of the 
bloated “administrative state” (p. 5) to solve 
complex 21st century problems, Matsusaka 
stakes out the position that power should be 
reassigned from faceless technocrats on 
alphabetized DC streets to the denizens on 
Main Street. The book is organized into four 
sections: the first lays out the “democratic 
drift” that has transpired over the last few 
decades and how representative institutions 
in the US have failed the citizenry; the second 
provides a comprehensive descriptive account 
of direct democracy practices in US history 
and around the world and also refutes the 
notion that direct democracy is somehow un-
American or politically destabilizing; the 

third posits potential reforms and ideas on 
how to implement popular referendums 
drawing on historical cases while reviewing 
their potential shortcomings; and, the fourth 
wraps up the author’s argument with scope 
conditions and best practices of direct 
democracy. 

The book offers various things for various 
types of readers and will be easily accessible 
to the general public, political practitioners, 
and academics. Its general appeal, however, 
may contribute to some of its weaknesses, 
discussed below. Viewed through an 
academic lens, the book suffers from four 
weaknesses. First, scrutinizing the 
methodological and empirical merit of the 
book leaves the reader wanting more. The 
author’s argument would be bolstered with 
more convincing evidence for the book’s most 
important claim—that national referendums 
in the United States would yield a democratic 
panacea for low levels of trust in government. 
Apart from a few mentions of Pew or Gallup 
public opinion polls (and a discussion on p. 
165-6), there was not much empirical support 
that citizen participation in referendums 
increases trust in government. At one stage, 
Matsusaka discusses this practice’s regularity 
at the local and state level and puts forth a 
higher level of trust in local and state 
governments. However, there is no discussion 
of a rich political science literature that has 
investigated this phenomenon through 
statistical modelling of survey data, panel 
data, and even survey experiments. The 
author champions the countries of Italy and 
Ireland as success stories of direct democracy 
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practices. However, both of these countries 
routinely score well below the European 
average on trust indices of political 
institutions. Further, the countries scoring 
much higher on these annual surveys (e.g. 
Finland and Sweden) tend to have 
significantly fewer referendums than the 
cases highlighted by Matsusaka as model 
cases. 

Second, and connected to the above, the 
author’s selection and presentation of 
evidence seem to suffer from a selection bias. 
As a comparative politics scholar, I 
appreciated the chapter discussing global 
direct democracy practices. However, the 
chapter seemed rushed and offered few 
details about interesting cases (e.g. Taiwan, 
Uruguay, the Philippines) that could yield 
informative lessons for the United States. In 
the quick overview of Latin America, the 
author could have discussed some of the 
more problematic cases of Venezuela and 
Ecuador, two poster children that would have 
allowed the author to caution against some of 
the worst excesses that may result from 
executives using referendums as governing 
mechanisms, especially in extremely 
polarized contexts similar to the US. Much 
scholarly work has illustrated the politicized 
nature of referendums in both countries and 
how power-hungry presidents manipulated 
these institutions to circumvent checks and 
balances, all in the name of the popular will. 
What were billed as citizen participatory 
mechanisms in constitutional reforms 
actually ended in constitutional coups, 
resulting in disastrous democratic recessions. 
South America also offers alternative 
institutions that the author could have also 
considered—namely citizen participation in 
direct governance in Brazil, ranging from 
health councils to participatory budgeting 
committees. 

Third, although populism is in the title and 
used to set out the intellectual roadmap of 
this book, there is actually very little about 
the phenomenon. The term is briefly 
mentioned and loosely applied to cases across 
Europe. I struggled to see the broader 

connection of the proposed cure of citizen 
referendums to solve populism’s causes, 
especially given that the author 
acknowledged that “populism springs from 
different sources in each country” (p. 80). 
Fourth, the book also tends to offer a 
monolithic treatment of those who lack trust 
in government. A generation of political 
science research has illustrated the many 
different micro-level factors (e.g. age, 
education, income, gender, partisanship, 
race) that strongly condition citizens’ levels of 
trust in government. Treating an entire 
population as behaving and responding to 
stimuli in a rather uniform fashion seems a 
bit simplistic. Lastly, as highlighted above, 
other mechanisms of citizen participation we 
see around the world have been shown to 
enhance citizens’ trust and even improve the 
outcomes of government performance, 
making a case that the real solution to a lack 
of representation is to democratize certain 
institutions. This alternative, perhaps 
superior to national citizen referendums, 
would satisfy a major shortcoming pointed 
out by the author of his own 
recommendation, a “reliance on government 
officials to implement is unavoidable” (p. 64). 

Although there may be shortcomings from an 
academic perspective, the book offers quite a 
lot for other audiences, namely political 
activists and practitioners. Those dedicated to 
improving public institutions’ legitimacy and 
concerned by the current demise of the 
public’s trust in representative and governing 
institutions will take a lot from this book. 
Matsusaka offers clearly articulated policy 
solutions and political mechanisms by which 
to regain the citizenry’s trust. It should be 
taken seriously by those currently in public 
office and wanting to better serve their 
constituents. 
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