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The significant growth of regional and global cooperation in economic, military, and 

ideological areas is a common feature of modern diplomacy, as states have been 

continuously expanding these efforts. In today's geopolitics, these collaborations are 

not limited to specific regions but extend to superregional and global levels; this is 

evident in emerging powers that seek to increase their global influence through 

mutual agreements and the creation of regional or international organisations. The 

goal of this research is to provide a comprehensive understanding of the strategic 

considerations behind emerging powers' involvement in multilateral frameworks. 

Being part of international and regional organisations allows them to coordinate 

efforts and play a vital role in shaping the international order. To achieve this goal, 

a combination of quantitative and qualitative analysis will be used, including analysis 

of documents, policies, expert reviews, and historical case studies.  

Introduction 

In recent decades, the international system has undergone profound changes, largely driven by the 
relative decline of American hegemony and the gradual shift of power to the East and South of the 
world. In this context, the term “emerging powers” is used to refer to countries such as China, India, 
Brazil, and South Africa that have been able to enhance their international standing by relying on 
economic growth, young populations, infrastructure development, and geopolitical influence.  

Sometimes called “regional powers” or “middle powers,” these countries are now key players in 
global politics. Their active participation in institutions such as the G20, the New Development Bank, 
the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, and the Belt and Road Initiative shows that they are seeking 
to redefine global rules in line with their interests and values. They use multilateralism as a tool to 
create “soft power blocs” and balance against traditional powers. According to Robert Gilpin’s 
theory, emerging powers, with their increasing economic and political power, have become a serious 
challenge to the Western-dominated international order. Gilpin emphasises that this process can 
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EAEU - Eurasian Economic Union, 
OSCE - Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe, 
SCO 

ACD,  
LAS,  
CAEU,  
GCC - Persian Gulf Cooperation Council 

Saudi Arabia 

AU,  
IORA,  
SACU - Southern African Customs Union, 
SADC - Southern African Development Community 

South Africa 

ACD,  
BSEC,  
OTS - Organisation of Turkic States 
CoE - Council of Europe,  
ECO,  
NATO - North Atlantic Treaty Organisation, 
OSCE 

Turkey 

ACD, 
LAS, 
CAEU, 
GCC, 
IORA 

UAE 

ACD,  
APEC,  
ASEAN,  
MGC,  
MRC - Mekong River Commission 

Vietnam 

Security concerns do not just mean war. Border and geographical conflicts, terrorism, drug 
trafficking, human trafficking, extremism, separatism, etc. All are considered security measures that 
lead countries in a geographical region to unite under regional organisations. NATO, CST and SCO 
are among the most important regional organisations in the world, with security concerns as the 
biggest factor in their establishment. For example, in the Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, the 
fight against terrorism is still the most important goal, and in this regard, military exercises have 
always been held among the members (Sawal et al., 2023; Yazdani and Hossain, 2020(. 

Preventing foreign aggression and influence, as well as fighting terrorism in the CSTO, has been the 
most important reason for members to work together (Rauf, 2020). In this regard, Russia and China 
have stepped forward to resolve border disputes, ensuring regional security in Central Asia in the 
form of a CSTO, and especially Russia, due to security concerns, was more willing than other 
members to start cooperation and establish this regional organisation. 

Economic cooperation is perhaps the most important reason for countries to join regional 
organisations. Based on our analysis of trade partners data from World Bank’s WITS, from top 10 
economic partners of the 15 countries mentioned as emerging powers, except Russia, which has 
extensive economic ties with only the two emerging powers—China and Turkey—there is no country 
where at least 3 other countries from this fifteen-nation list are not part of its top 10 economic 
partners. This suggests that emerging powers not only seek to maximise their economic interests, 
but also to expand their economic ties with other emerging powers. 

Economic regionalism can be seen as a challenge to globalisation. This means that when countries 
become frustrated with pursuing their interests in the free international economy, they turn to 
pursuing economic interests in their region by interfering in the economy and trade. Their goal of 
regionalisation is to create a relatively closed economic bloc, and as the international economy 
becomes more integrated, governments will increase economic regionalism due to common political 
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problems and a highly dependent and competitive global economy to strengthen autonomy, improve 
bargaining positions and advance other political and economic goals (Gilpin, 2004). 

Regional integration is the ultimate goal that countries must achieve in cooperation with each other 
in regional organisations. This process involves three stages: first cooperation, then coordination, 
and finally integration. In other words, the first step in strengthening regional integration is for 
members to work together. As the cases and volume of this cooperation increase, members move 
towards coordination, and as the extent of this harmony is strengthened, countries are directed 
towards integration. Hence, today, according to Marx et al. (2021), "the European Union is 
considered the most institutionalised and integrated regional organisation." In addition, it can 
almost be said that among regional organisations where emerging powers are members, only ASEAN 
can be considered an integrated regional organisation, and the vast majority of emerging powers 
have a level of cooperation in regional organisations within the limits of cooperation or coordination. 

Implications of Emerging Powers Joining Regional Organisations 

 The BRICS nations are not confronting existing arrangements through adversarial means; rather, 
they are experiencing institutional innovation that promotes dialogue, inclusiveness, and mutual 
benefit. These initiatives are creating a new regional order characterised by less hierarchy and more 
emphasis on collective leadership and shifting development goals (Stephen and Parízek, 2020). In 
this way, the BRICS joining regional organisations has been a major driver in creating a more 
diversified and robust system of regional governance. In groups like BRICS, decisions are usually 
taken through collective deliberations to make sure that all the members have an equal interest in 
the framing of the group's policies. This is a shift from the hierarchical style typical of Western-
dominated organisations. As per Gilpin's hypothesis, these changes bring not just decentralisation 
of power in regional institutions but also a restructuring in the distribution of influence. The shift 
reflects the gradual rebalancing of power from dominant powers towards an inclusive atmosphere, 
and hence, more than a limited number of perspectives are considered (Jackson, 2020). This shift is 
especially notable in the African Union, where South African participation has been paramount in 
transforming the policies governing regional security and development. Increased South African 
influence, along with that of other emerging powers, has led to the African Union embracing more 
inclusive and adaptive decision-making frameworks. Such mechanisms underscore the interests of 
continental and regional powers, as opposed to a unipolar approach characterised by the dominance 
of one hegemon or classical colonial powers (Mahajan and Kapoor, 2021).  

With rising powers introducing themselves into regional institutions, they necessarily get involved 
in competition with other regional players. This competition, both explicit and implicit, plays a 
central position in today's global system, where emerging powers often challenge established powers' 
authority on the regional level.  

One of the most important aspects of competition exists on the economic front. Traditionally, the 
BRICS have sought several measures towards setting up alternative financial institutions that will 
challenge the dominance exerted by global financial institutions such as the International Monetary 
Fund (IMF) and the World Bank. The New Development Bank, set up among the BRICS member 
states, is one of the leading examples of such competition. It aims at providing financial support that 
complements the developmental needs of the recipient states, but without the traditional conditions 
that typically accompany the actions of Western financial institutions (Keet, 2020). In the context of 
Asia, China’s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), as a strategic infrastructure program, has placed the 
country as a major rival to India and Japan, both prime actors in the region. At the same time, India's 
involvement in the BRICS bloc works to counterbalance Chinese hegemony in particular spheres, 
thus making the coalition's dynamics of power more intricate. These competitive dynamics are also 
reflected in the relationships between states in dealings on regional as well as global issues. China 
and Russia have attempted to set the agenda on regional security matters; however, other members 
like India and Brazil are often sceptical about these efforts (Ganguly, 2022). The involvement of 
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emerging powers Russia and China in regional institutions in the Middle East, as represented by the 
Shanghai Cooperation Organisation, has radically altered the existing security dynamic. For 
instance, Russia's military intervention in Syria 

should be viewed partly through the vision of the SCO's fight against terrorism and extremism in the 
region (Yaqoob, 2022). In conclusion, the impact of emerging powers on regional security is a 
continuous and ever-changing phenomenon. While they add diversity to the structural models of 
regional decision-making institutions, they also bring in contrasting national interests that, under 
specific conditions, could lead to instability. The main challenge, therefore, remains that of 
harmonising these diverse interests so that regional institutions are effective in countering security 
threats 

Conclusion 

A review of the conduct of emerging powers within international institutions over the past twenty 
years reveals a definitive evolution from passive actors in the world order to active designers of 
change. Hypothesis that emerging powers are trying to pursue economic and political interests, 
increase international influence, put access to better international opportunities on their agenda and 
undermine security threats. An analysis of the foreign policy action of emerging powers in recent 
years reveals that membership in international and regional organisations is not merely an economic 
or security requirement-driven reaction, but a strategic tool to expand global reach, shape 
multilateral decision-making, and reshape the international order.  

The overall consideration of the BRICS position in international relations will take us to a broader 
dimension of the development of global governance. Because its political expansion directly relates 
to the worldwide policy-making process, especially when we realise that the current geopolitical 
circumstances are definitely not similar to the organisation’s establishment period. In conclusion, 
the impact of emerging powers on regional and international security is a continuous and ever-
changing phenomenon. Irrespective of internal dissensions, local rivalry, and resistance from old 
global powers, the trend supports the fact that the emerging powers are increasingly moulding the 
global rules' norms, agendas, and priorities. Lastly, the future of the international order will be a 
product of how effectively these countries address internal solidarity, harmonise their interests, and 
institutionalise cooperative mechanisms. The emerging powers are not planning to dismantle the 
current system overall, but to redefine and rebalance it through the creation of substitute 
institutions, the evolution of regional structures, and the gradual diminution of the monopoly of the 
traditional great powers.  

In total, emerging powers are strategically using multilateralism to construct "soft power blocs" that 
serve as counterweights to existing power arrangements. Although this shift does not mean the end 
of the current order, it is an unprecedented transformation, like how global governance operates, 
towards a more participatory, decentralised, and inclusive system. In order to understand this 
transformation, one needs to look back at classic paradigms of international relations and value the 
synergistic interplay between power, institutions, and strategic interests. Although the emerging 
powers seek to change the current international order and increase multilateralism, they have started 
this work. 
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